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YOSANO AKIKO (1878—1942)

Born into the famous Surugaya Confectionery family in
Kano-cho, Sakal, in 1878, she was a composer of tanka
(thirty-one-syllable verse) through the three eras of Meiji,
Taisho and Showa.

Oubbed the "Poetess of Passion', she was one of the lead-
ing figures in the history of modern literature, the wife of
Yosano Tekkan, who was also a writer, and the mother of
11 children.

Her "Midare-gami", published in 1901, which sung the prais-
es of her boundless love for her husband and the fresh
feelings of youth, was highly popular among the vounger
generation and is considered a masterpiece of Romanti-
cism.

A devoted student of ancient literature, she dedicated her-
self throughout her life to translating such classics as the
Genji Monogatari (Tale of Genji) iNnto modern Japanese.
She also wrote countless essays on the rights of women
and played an active role in advancing women's education.
The accomplishments of Yosano Akiko, a pioneer in the
struggle for the liberation of women and a fearless activist
in a wide variety of fields, seem endless.
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Alphonse Mucha, one of the best fknown Art Nouveau lus-
trators and painters, was born in Ilvancice (now the Czech
Republic) in 1860. After studyving art in Munich, he moved
to Paris where he produced the Gismonda poster featuring
the great actress Sarah Bernhardt, establishing his fame
throughout Paris.

His works are characterized by a decorative style of gently
flowing curves and beautiful colors, He often employed
Byzantine or Celtic decorative patterns and the decorative
modes of his native country, and because his works reflect
the influence of ukiyoe, they are easily appreciated by the
Japanese.

The world of Yosano Akiko's poems is strongly character-
ized by Art Nouveau elements and Mucha's works were
often featured on the cover of Myajo, the journal that was
the platform for Yosano Akiko and Tekkan.

Mucha was also a talented designer and produced many
outstanding werks in the field of graphic design and all
genre of design as well. His Documents Decoratifs and Fig-
ures Decoratives are highly evaluated even today as
design textbooks.
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In his latter years Mucha returned to Prague,
where he produced a large number of paint-
ings and sketches depicting his feelings
towards his native land and the Slav people.
His later works embody symbolic expressions
unigue to the Slavs and are thus interesting.
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Belle Marge Sakai, 2F~4FL Nibankan Building
T590-0014 WWBEHE1E2-2008 TEL.072-222-5533 FAX.072-222-6833
(in front of Sakai-shi Station, JR Hanwa Line)
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Sakai City Cultural Hall



